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Performerca Below Par
- US. Says of iloczak

. ) {‘ By the Assaclated Press
o i — The _State - Department has
IS iz ‘advistd a Senate subcommitfen
! ! that $tephen A. Koczak, a For-
-+ ieign iService officer, was retired
. ,becanse of his substandard
performance record. ’
A .| Koczak had complained {hat
v . 'he was forced into retircmenl
‘after charging a ‘superior in
‘Berlin  with security violations
‘and that he was denicd his
rights In trying to defend him.
oo (selfl . Vi
.| % But- the department said‘
| .7 lyesterday it is “convinced that
., |he has received fair and just .

L+ii'Itreatment.” It also said a deci- ,
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“iosion  to o retire Koczak was
*  'reached before he made his
" ichatge to the secretary of state,
- The department’s position is
sltated in a Dec. 12 letter from
_l.]ohn M. Steeves, acting deputy
mindersecretary for administra-
. tion, to Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr.,
- 1D-N.C., chairman of the Senate
-~ |Constitutional Rights subcom-

e f ¢ Serious Questions .

..+ +_ Ervin wrote Sccretary of State
Dean Rusk on Nov, 17 asking a
. report. Ervin said if Koczak's
pllegations were "{rue they
" raised “serious questions con-
. cerning. . .. fundamental fair
. Flay in the department’s dezl-
Ings with its employes.” -
¢ Steeves wrote that department
 ‘selection boards annuaily review
© the performance record of all
+[Foreign Service officers nni jn|
11961 Koczak- was ranked * in Lhe
“ lowest 5 percent of his cless
: ibecause  of substandard o-r.
: formance in Berlin ducii e
period September 1960 to May
“1961-"
" Steeves wrote that ir 1952,
.after Koczak had been advised
‘of the findings in an cfiort to
¢ assist him ‘‘in overcoming his
sweaknesses," he was pliced in
- othe lowest 10 percent of hig
. ‘elass,
.. A decision then war nwadn to
«. vetlre him, Steeves' letler said,
- -~ and Koczak was informed that
- his retirement would be cffce.
tive on April 30, 1963,
" “On April 23, 1963, Mr. Kozenk
addressed a letter fo L4 socre-
tary of state in which be made
serious accusations against
several of his superlors in Berlin
« ' Steeves wrote, :
Kozcak had complained to the
Senate group, an aide reported,
{that while.in Berlin levopatory
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statements about him had been
placed in his efficiency report
after he charged a superior with
placing telephone calls to War-
saw from East Berlin to avoid

“|possible monitodng by the CIA -
or State Depaﬁﬁhmpuy

officers, . |
! Steeves safd that after Koo
zak's April 1963 letter a special
board was convencd to investis -
date his charges and it conclud-

ad “the major charges made by ..
Mr. Knoczak had not been estab-
Hshed.”  * : o
i Howaver, he said, the board *
‘also concluded, that in its! |
opinion the record disclosed
errors in administration regard- |
ing Mr, Koczak’s assisgnment,”
his service in Berlin, and the, :
handling of his efficiency re., |’
port” and his retirement wasj -

Toard Makes Evaluation | °

| Yoezak then was assigned to!

v.ork in the department's histor-
ical department, Steeves said,;
hul in 1964 another . selection;
board placed him “in the lowest
5 percent of hig class and found
that he did not meet the stand-
ards required for officers of his
class. !

He then was advised he would
he retired on June 30, 1965, but
Steeves snid Koczak requested
and was granted postponement
le Jan. 31, 1966, to enable him to
compleie the library science
course, | -

Steeves. said Koczak now is

receiving annual telirement pay

! 1
copeeled in December 1963, 3
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